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Who We Are

All materials presented herein and henceforth represent my own opinion, and do NOT reflect the opinions of NOWRA



• What is DecentralizedWastewater.org

• Wide range of topics with example resources

• How to find resources on DecentralizedWastewater.org

• Other features offered on the website

Outline



• Clearinghouse of information for anything related to 
onsite wastewater.

• Legwork has been done for you, easy to use, value-added 
information.

• An easy to use interface for finding, free, publicly 
available information on the web.

• Supports operators, can call us, email us, request our help 
in finding resources or help.

DecentralizedWastewater.org



• Search for various organizations nationwide.
o That provide technical assistance and training
o Regulatory agencies and associations

• Library of publicly available documents, presentations, 
manuals, programs.

• Nationwide calendar that lists trainings offering continuing 
education

• All from regional, state, and national organizations 
(RCAP/EPA, state agencies, onsite wastewater associations, 
community colleges, etc.)

We Have Done The Legwork



Value Added Information

• Complete details.
 

o Clear, concise summary of every document
o List the host/owner and source pages
o All event info in one location 

• Logic put into search and database information.

• Clickable details with contact info. 



Wide Range of Resources

• 20 Categories

Asset/Financial Management Operation & Maintenance

Certification/License Exam Prep Pumping/Pumper

Consumer Information Regulations/Permits

Discharge/Water Standards Remediation

Environmental Impacts/Concerns Soils/Drainfields

Health & Safety Source Water Protection

Innovative/Alternative Systems System Design/Treatment

Installation/Installers System Inspection

Monitoring Troubleshooting

Nutrient Control Water Security/Emergency Response



Wide Range of Resources

• Searchable Resource Types

CD/Program/Spreadsheet

Factsheets/Case Studies

Forms/Templates

Manuals/Handbooks

Newsletters/Magazines

Reports

Slides/Presentations

Videos

Webpage/Website list

• Searchable Event Types

Outings/banquets (networking events, tours, etc.)

Certification exam

Conference/symposium

Seminar/meeting

Training/workshop

Webinar/live online trainings





Resource Library



Resource Library









Onsite Wastewater Manual

Manual for Septic Professionals in Minnesota

• 662-page manual from the University of Minnesota’s Onsite Sewage 
Treatment Program.

• Provides guidance for onsite professionals including installers, designers, 
inspectors, maintainers, and service providers. 
o Developed in 1974
o Updated in 2021 to include more information specific to requirements and 

conditions found in Minnesota.

• 14-chapters, covering topics including: treatment system design, 
wastewater plumbing, septic tank management, pumping systems, soil 
science, etc.

• Useful tables, figures, sketches, diagrams to help professionals visualize 
properly designed systems, ideal site conditions, operation and 
maintenance considerations and more.

• PDF’s of individual chapters available. Chapter 13 includes useful tables to 
determine loading rates of absorption areas and list of useful 
mathematical equations and conversion factors.

https://septic.umn.edu/manual-professional











Onsite Wastewater Management Handbook

Handbook for Managing Onsite and Clustered (Decentralized) 
Wastewater Treatment Systems

• 66-page handbook from the USEPA for communities planning 
on implementing decentralized wastewater for long-term 
wastewater management.

• Provides a basic overview of the elements essential for proper 
management.

• Step-by-step process for developing a management plan.

• Includes list of factsheets and references covering topics such 
as:
o Case studies
o Public education
o Financial assistance and funding
o Alternative systems
o System design
o Inspection and monitoring, etc.

https://www.epa.gov/septic/septic-systems-reports-regulations-guidance-and-manuals







Onsite Wastewater Management Manual

Puget Sound Septic System Management Programs

• 89-page guidance manual from the WA DOH which discuses 
the many issues and challenges associated with the local 
wastewater management programs and compares the 
approaches used across the Puget Sound Region. 

• Provides the fundamentals of a septic system management 
program and how best to gain public support.

• Includes a chapter highlighting the roles of service providers, 
their challenges in working in multiple local health districts, 
certification requirements, data management, best practices, 
etc.

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs//332-166.pdf







Innovative/Alternative System Resources

MassDEP – Approved Title 5 Innovative/Alternative Technologies

• Title 5 regulations govern the design, installation, and 
maintenance of septic systems in Massachusetts. 

• Innovative/alternative septic-system technologies must be 
approved by the agency before it can be used.

• List of technologies currently approved for general use, pilot 
testing, provisional use, and remedial use. 

• Each technology is accompanied with individual factsheets 
which provide information on design standards, O&M, 
inspection, etc. 

https://www.mass.gov/guides/approved-title-5-innovativealternative-technologies



Events Calendar



Events Calendar













Blogs and Newsletters



Blogs and Newsletters



Thanks for your time!
Hideyuki Terashima
(217) 300-7579
terashi1@Illinois.edu

Steven D. Wilson
(217) 333-0956
sdwilson@Illinois.edu 

mailto:terashi1@Illinois.edu
mailto:sdwilson@Illinois.edu
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